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Contemporary Japanese Women’s Efforts to Revive
War Damage in Austria through Traditional Cultural
Practices: The Case of the Reviving Old Imari Project

at Loosdorf Castle (ROIP)

HOSHINA Machiko

Department of Arts Studies and Curatorial Practices,
Graduate School of Global Arts,
Tokyo University of the Arts

The "Reviving Old Imari Project at Loosdorf Castle, Austria (ROIP,
2018-2022)" is a project in which a civic group, led by Japanese women,
took the initiative to revive the collection of ceramic shards known as
the "Broken Collection." This collection was destroyed by retreating
Soviet troops during World War II and laid dormant in a castle near
Vienna. ROIP empathized with the sentiments of the castle lord's
family, positioning the ancient ceramic shards as a "symbol of peace,"
and built a network for the international recognition of the collection.
Recognized as part of the Japan-Austria Friendship 150th Anniversary
Project, ROIP engaged in various cultural activities, which transcended
disciplines, including special cooperation in its world’s first exhibition
tour in Japan. The author considers that the traditional Japanese
aesthetic of "wabi" was at the root of the spread of these activities. This
obviously is represented in chanoyu, Japanese traditional art, which

played a key role in the ROIP project.

The core members of the ROIP project are Japanese women in their 40s
and 50s. Many of them previously identified with the traditional role of
"stay-at-home mothers" in Japanese society and had few prior
connection to artistic activities. However, through ROIP's efforts, their
values and lifestyles underwent significant changes. This report focuses

on the collaboration between the Piatti family who cherished the
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Broken Collection, and the Japanese women members of ROIP, who
provided key insights for the ceramic shard revival project through
traditional cultural practices. Using ethnographic methods, the report
further examines the impacts and social significance that the ROIP

project has had on its members and stakeholders.
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